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Welcome!

This Beaivvas National Sami Theatre production of Prison is truly international.
Written by a Greek playwright and directed by a Bangladeshi director, this
monodrama is performed in Sami by a Finnish actress, with a projection of the
text in English for the benefit of non-Sami speaking audiences.

Lia Karavia’s autobiographical play Prison is about an individual’s struggle to
survive the brutal repression of a totalitarian government. Nina in the play
has been imprisoned for her thoughts and ideas, and her belief in the equal-
ity of all human beings. Her oppressors keep her in a solitary cell to break her
spirit, but she continuously develops new strategies to retain her dignity and
strengthen her body and mind. Nina shares the fate of countless people all
over the world, but we know she will survive, thanks to her mental strength,
her humour and fantasy, and her realization that no prison walls can keep the
spirit imprisoned - as Nina says defiantly: “You can keep me here for ever, but
my mind works, it travels, it flies!”

Bures boahtin!

Dat Beaivvas Sami Nasundlatedhtera ¢ajalmas Giddagasas lea duodai
riilkkaidgaskasa$ bihtta. Bihta ¢alli lea Greikas eret, bagadalli lea Bangladeshas
eret. li das galle, ddn monologas lea Suoma neavttar ja buvttaduvvo Samis ja
tekstejuvvo engelasgillii, duhtadan dihte gehé¢iid geat eai ipmir samegiela.

Lia Karavia eallingeardde muitalus Giddagasas lea ovttaskasolbmo soahtamus
mot heakkas beassat eret issoras badjelgeahccalas diktahtora stivrejumis.
Nina, tedhterbihtds, lea leamas giddagasas iezas jurdagiid ja daguid dihte ja

su osku ahte buot olbmuide galget dassedrvosas rievttit. Su badjelgeahdcit
leat lassen su sierra cellii, cuvken dihte su sielu. Son ankke ¢adat fuobma odda
vugiid mot ahtanussat ja gudnejahttit ja nannet ieZzas goruda ja sivu. Nina juo-
hkd vuorbbi méangasiiguin miehta mailmmi, muhto mii diehtit ahte son ceavzi,
iezas silola$ nanuvuoda geazil, su leaikdsvuoda ja hutkdsvuoda geazil. Sus lea
jahkku ahte eai giddagasseainnit galgga nagodit ¢atnat su vuoinna - nu go ie$
naggesta loahpas; “don sahtat mu das doalahit vaikko agibeaivvi, muhto mu
jierbmi doaibm4, dat matkkosta, girda!”

Haukur J. Gunnarsson
Artistic Director/Tedhterhoavda



Lia Karavia is a Greek
poet, novelist, play-
wright, essayist and lin- &
guist. She has published |
more than 50 books &
and won several literary [
awards. Asked about the |§
background for her play
Prison, she wrote the
following.

My professor father had
always been a dissident.
When | was four or five
years old, before going
out with him, my mother
told me not to let him talk politics. | did
not know what “politics” meant, but |
knew his tone when he started “preach-
ing”, so | pulled his coat and told him to
stop politics. Sometimes he laughed,
other times he got angry. He was
twenty years older than my mother,
and | only saw him on and off, because
he was often in prison or in exile. |
worked from the age of twelve, taking
children for walks, speaking English to
them, so | could support my mother,
who could not work. Once we were in
prison with other wives and daughters
of exiles, and we were asked to re-
nounce our exiles’ beliefs, which would
humiliate them and perhaps lead them
to renouncing themselves.

In 1965 | went to University. In April
1967, a group of right-wing army offic-
ers seized power in Greece, which was
the beginning of seven years of military
dictatorship. | was arrested in Septem-
ber 1967 and | was thought to be the
head of a resistance organization, since
my agenda was full of writers’names
from all over Greece. Therefore, | was
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Lia Karavia lea greikalas
diktacalli, romanacalli,
dramatihkar, essaicalli

# ja gielladutki. Son lea

d almmuhan badjelas 50

% girjji ja vuoittdn manga
girjjalaSvuoda balkkasumiid.
Go jearaimet manne calii
Giddagasas tedhterbiht3, de
vastidii na;

Mu professorahc¢i lea alohii
leamas spiehkasteaddji. Go
ledjen 4-5 jahkasas ja digon
finadit suinna gavpogis, de
- lavii eadni sihtat mu gieldit
ahd¢i hupmamis politihka
birra. In ipmirdan gal mii politihkka lea,
muhto vihkon go sus jietna rievddai,

de son lei “sardnideame”. Mun fertejin

de gaikkdhallat su jahkas ja Siggut su
hupmamis politihka. Muhtomin gal lavii
dusse boagustit ja soames haviid gal
suhtai munnje. Son lei 20 jagi boarrasea-
bbo go mu eadni ja mun oidnen su dusse
duollet délle, go son lei measta alohii
giddagasas dahje bahtareame. Mun algen
bargat mannabiigén 12 jahkéasazzan ja
oahpabhin sidjiide engelasgiela, veahke-
han dihte eatni gii ii sdhttan bargat. Oktii
leimme etniin Saddan giddagassii. Doppe
ledje maid eard bahtareddjiid eamidat

ja manat. Mii baggehalaimet heaitit
bealusteame ja vel hilgut min ahciid ja
isidiid, vuoi sii loavkasuvvet ja dainna
lagiin soitet vel hilgugoahtit ge iezaset
oainnuid.

1965s algen Universitehtii. Cuonomanus
1967s valde olgesekstremistat Greika
iezaset haldui, ja dan rajes alggii ¢ieza

jagi militearadiktatuvra stivrejupmi. Mun
biddjojin giddagassii ¢cakéamanus 19675
jasii navde mu leahkit oaivdmuzzan
muhtin vuosttildan organisasuvnnas, go
mus ledje nu ollu Greika girjecalliid namat
iezan &éllingirjjis. Danne doalahedje mu



kept in isolation, which contributed to
my becoming “myself”.

| did not want my play to mention
politics. Politics is restricted in time and
place, so | decided to substitute the
reason of imprisonment with anti-racial
fighting, which everybody understands
everywhere. Also being an actress, |
have acted the play in English in many
countries, and it was well understood
and received in Asia and Africa, in
South America and around Europe. This
change is my only interference to a play
which is 100% autobiographical.

sierra sajes, ja dat dagahii ahte fuobmajin
“iezan’”.

In haliidan ieZan tedhterbihtds namuhit
politihka. Politihkka lea garzziduvvon vissis
aigodahkii ja baikai, ja danne mearridedjen
eardhuhttit min giddagasas cohkkanassi
néllevealahus &33in, maid juohkehas

ipmirda juohke sajis. Go mun lean neaktan,
ja ¢ajehan dan bihta engelasgillii manggaid
riikkain, de lean vésihan ahte olbmot leat ip-
mirdan. Bihtta lea bures vuostaivaldojuvvon
sihke Asias ja Afrikas, ja Lulli Amerihkas ja
miehta Europa. Mearriduvvon erohus lea
aidna 433i maid in leat vasihan déan tedhter-
bihtas mii lea 100% ieZan eallima muitalus.
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Govvejeaddji/Photographer:
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Buvttadusteknihkkarat/Production technicians:
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Kamaluddin Nilu

Bernt Morten Bongo

Kamaluddin Nilu ja/and Bernt Morten Bongo
Svein Egil Oskal

Anitta Suikkari

Johan Mathis Gaup

Gerlinde Thiessen

Bernt Morten Bongo, Gerlinde Thiessen,
Svein Egil Oskal

Bernt Morten Bongo, Gerlinde Thiessen
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Kamaluddin Nilu, Haukur J. Gunnarsson,
Aslak Mikal Mienna

Britt Inga M. Vars
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Musihka/Music:
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Sunday Morning New Dawning, Ole Edvard Antonsen/Ingor Antte Ailu Gaup Aja,
Aquaxine/seleroni Carlinhos brown hith tata monale.







Kamaluddin Nilu is a theatre
director and independent
researcher at present affiliated
with Centre for Ibsen Studies,
University of Oslo and is also
board member of the Interna-
tional Ibsen Committee and
member of the jury for the Inter-
national Ibsen prize. He was the
founding Secretary General of
Centre for Asian Theatre (CAT), |
Bangladesh and also CAT’s Ar- L
tistic Director during the period o
1994-2006. He has been Associ-
ate Professor of Dramatic Arts at the
University of Chittagong. He is a graduate
in Dramatic Arts with direction as
specialization from National School of
Drama in New Delhi and is also Master of
Arts in Sociology from Dhaka University.

He has directed in Bangladesh, Japan,
England and Argentina. His directorial work
covers a wide range of plays, from classical
to modern, Asian and western. Prison is the
first directing work at Beaivvas.

Anitta Suikkari has many years' experience
as actress and stage director in Norway and
Sweden. She has also taught drama at Sami
University College in Kautokeino. She is still
remembered for her solo performances in
Kalevala and Wolf Bride with her own
Sampo Theatre in the 1980’s. Her last
engagement with Beaivvas was directing
Bures daddjon! (Well said!) last
year, and now she is back as
Nina in Prison. She is well known
to Sami audiences for her
numerous roles in Sami theatre
and film productions, such

as Macbeth, Hamlet, Laila and
Lonuhus on stage, and in

the films Bazo, Macbeth and
Sdgojoga Ministtar. She has also
directed several stage produc-
tions with Beaivvas and other
theatre companies.
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q Kamaluddin Nilu lea dal
1" ¥ B | bagadalli ja sorjjasmeaht-
=

1 tun dutki Centre for Ibsen

. Studies , Oslo Universitehtas.
Son lea maid stivralahttun
| riikkaidgaskasas Ibsen lavde-

1 gottis ja riikkaidgaskasas Ibsen
# balkkasumis jury-lahttun. Son
lei alggahancalli Centre of Asian
Theatre (CAT) nammasas asa-
husas Bangladeshas ja lei maid
CATa daiddalas jodiheaddji
1994 - 2006 digodagas. Sus
lea leamas ovttastahttin
Dramahtala$ Déidaga professorvirgi
Chittagong Universitehtas . Sus lea baga-
dalli suorggi loahpalas eksdmen National
School of Drama New Delhis. Mudui lea
maid sosiologiija Master of Arts Dhaka
Universitehtas. Son lea bagadallan Bangla-
deshas, Japanas, Englandas ja Argentinas.
Su bagadallan gok¢a hui manggalagan
bihtaid, sihke klassihkkariid ja oddaaigdsas,
Asias ja oarjemailmmis. Giddagasas lea su
vuosttas$ bargu Beaivvazis.

Anitta Suikkari lea guhka bargan neavt-
tarin ja bagadallin sihke Ruotas ja Norggas,
ja lea maid leamas drémdaoahpaheadd;i
ja sensor Sami Allaskuvllas. Mii muitit su
erenoamazit su solo-cajalmasaid Sampo
Tedhteris dego Kalevala, Vargbruden.
Manemus son galledii Beaivvaza lei son
bagadalli Bures daddjon ¢ajalmasas,
¢ajalmas vuorrasiidda. Ja dal
de neakta Nina, Giddagasas
¢ajalmasas. Samis lea son
$addan dovddus guovddas
rollain mangga bihttas ja
filmmain, dego MacBeth,
Hamlet, Lajla ja Lonuhus
(tedhter) ja Bdzo, MacBeth ja
Sdgojoga Ministtar (filmmat),
Skdidi ja Dobbel Salto (tv). Son
lea maid leamas bagadalli
mangga bihttdi, dego Gonagasa
gatnjalat ja Godus.
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